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Invicta

Overture for Band

In the Spring of 1981, Invicta was composed as a tribute to Mark S.
Kelly, Director of Bands at Bowling Green State University, Bowling
Green, Ohio. Regarding the dedication, James Swearingen expressed
the foliowing; "Several times during my eighteen years of public school
teaching, Professor Kelly provided me with educational guidance which
helped to mold my career as a teacher. Needless to say, I owe many of
my successes to this man's valuable advice."

This composition, which utilizes ABA form, is introduced by a bold
maestoso fanfare in the key of Bb major. The main theme (allegro con
moto) is then passed back and forth between several sections of the
ensemble. Having modulated to the key of Ab, a beautiful middie section
is masterfully developed before an eventual return to the key of Bb.

The recapitulation then allows the composer an opportunity to display
his skill at inter-weaving previously introduced themes simultaneously.
Invicta is another classic in the long list of Swearingen favorites.
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