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Summary

1 . WHERE AN ASSOCIATION , THE APPLICANT IN PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE COURT , MERGES INTO A NEW ASSOCIATION WHICH IS ITSELF A LEGAL PERSON AND TRANSMITS TO IT , AMONG ITS RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS , THE BENEFIT OF THE ACTION THAT IT HAS BROUGHT AND WHERE THE NEW ASSOCIATION MANIFESTS AN INTENTION TO CONTINUE THE ACTION , THAT ACTION MAY NOT BE DECLARED INADMISSIBLE ON THE GROUND THAT THE NEW ASSOCIATION DOES NOT HAVE THE CAPACITY TO CONTINUE THE PROCEEDINGS .
2 . AN INTERPRETATION OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY WHICH EXCLUDED MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT FROM THOSE WHICH COULD BE CONTESTED BY MEANS OF AN ACTION FOR ANNULMENT WOULD LEAD TO A RESULT CONTRARY BOTH TO THE SPIRIT OF THE TREATY AS EXPRESSED IN ARTICLE 164 AND TO ITS SCHEME , WHICH IS TO MAKE A DIRECT ACTION AVAILABLE AGAINST ALL MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE INSTITUTIONS WHICH ARE INTENDED TO HAVE LEGAL EFFECTS . MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE EEC TREATY COULD ENCROACH ON THE POWERS OF THE MEMBER STATES OR OF THE OTHER INSTITUTIONS , OR EXCEED THE LIMITS WHICH HAVE BEEN SET TO THE PARLIAMENT ' S POWERS , WITHOUT ITS BEING POSSIBLE TO REFER THEM FOR REVIEW BY THE COURT . IT MUST THEREFORE BE CONCLUDED THAT AN ACTION FOR ANNULMENT MAY LIE AGAINST MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT INTENDED TO HAVE LEGAL EFFECTS VIS-A-VIS THIRD PARTIES .

SUCH IS THE CASE IN REGARD TO THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALLOCATING THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED IN ITS BUDGET TO COVER THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE ELECTION OF ITS MEMBERS BY DIRECT UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE , SINCE THOSE MEASURES HAVE LEGAL EFFECTS VIS-A-VIS BOTH POLITICAL GROUPINGS ALREADY REPRESENTED IN THE PARLIAMENT AT THE TIME OF THEIR ADOPTION AND THOSE NOT SO REPRESENTED BUT ABLE TO TAKE PART IN THOSE ELECTIONS .

3 . THE COURT OF AUDITORS ' REVIEW UNDER ARTICLE 206A OF THE TREATY RELATES TO THE LEGALITY OF EXPENDITURE WITH REFERENCE TO THE BUDGET AND THE SECONDARY PROVISION ON WHICH THE EXPENDITURE IS BASED ( COMMONLY CALLED ' THE BASIC MEASURE ' ). ITS REVIEW IS THUS DISTINCT FROM THAT EXERCISED BY THE COURT OF JUSTICE , WHICH CONCERNS THE LEGALITY OF THE BASIC MEASURE .

4 . A POLITICAL GROUPING WHICH , UNLIKE ITS RIVALS , IS NOT REPRESENTED IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT BUT WHICH IS ABLE TO PUT UP CANDIDATES IN THE DIRECT ELECTIONS TO THE PARLIAMENT MUST , IN ORDER TO AVOID INEQUALITY IN THE PROTECTION AFFORDED BY THE COURT TO GROUPINGS COMPETING IN THE SAME ELECTIONS , BE REGARDED AS BEING BOTH DIRECTLY AND INDIVIDUALLY CONCERNED , WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE SECOND PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY , BY MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE PARLIAMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALLOCATING APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED IN ITS BUDGET FOR THE FINANCING OF THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN PRECEDING THOSE ELECTIONS , NOTWITHSTANDING THE FACT THAT IT COULD NOT BE IDENTIFIED WHEN THE MEASURES CONCERNED WERE ADOPTED .

5 . A SCHEME SET UP BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT FOR FINANCING THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN PRECEDING THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS WHICH CANNOT BE DISTINGUISHED FROM A SCHEME PROVIDING FOR FLAT-RATE REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES INFRINGES ARTICLE 7 ( 2 ) OF THE ACT CONCERNING THE ELECTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASSEMBLY BY DIRECT UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE AND IS THEREFORE UNLAWFUL , SINCE IT ENCROACHES UPON POWERS WHICH , BY VIRTUE OF THAT PROVISION , ARE RETAINED BY THE MEMBER STATES .

Parties

IN CASE 294/83
PARTI ECOLOGISTE ' LES VERTS ' , A NON-PROFIT-MAKING ASSOCIATION , WHOSE HEADQUARTERS ARE IN PARIS , REPRESENTED BY ETIENNE TETE , SPECIAL DELEGATE , AND CHRISTIAN LALLEMENT , OF THE LYON BAR , WITH AN ADDRESS FOR SERVICE IN LUXEMBOURG AT THE CHAMBERS OF E . WIRION , 1 PLACE DU THEATRE , 

APPLICANT , 

V 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT , REPRESENTED BY MR PASETTI-BOMBARDELLA , JURISCONSULT , ROLAND BIEBER , LEGAL ADVISER , JOHANNES SCHOO , PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATOR , JEAN-PAUL JACQUE , PROFESSOR AT THE FACULTY OF LAW AND POLITICAL SCIENCE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF STRASBOURG , AND JURGEN SCHWARZ , PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAMBURG , ACTING AS AGENTS , AND BY MR LYON-CAEN , AVOCAT , WITH AN ADDRESS FOR SERVICE IN LUXEMBOURG AT ITS SEAT , PLATEAU DU KIRCHBERG , BP 1601 , 

DEFENDANT , 

Subject of the case

APPLICATION FOR A DECLARATION THAT TWO DECISIONS OF THE BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT , THE FIRST DATED 12 AND 13 OCTOBER 1982 AND THE SECOND DATED 29 OCTOBER 1983 , CONCERNING THE ALLOCATION OF ITEM 3708 OF THE BUDGET ARE VOID ,
Grounds

1 BY AN APPLICATION LODGED AT THE COURT REGISTRY ON 28 DECEMBER 1983 , ' LES VERTS - PARTI ECOLOGISTE ' , A NON-PROFIT-MAKING ASSOCIATION WHOSE HEADQUARTERS ARE IN PARIS AND WHOSE FORMATION WAS DECLARED TO THE PREFECTURE DE POLICE ON 3 MARCH 1980 , BROUGHT AN ACTION UNDER THE SECOND PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE EEC TREATY REQUESTING THE COURT TO DECLARE VOID THE DECISION OF THE BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DATED 12 OCTOBER 1982 CONCERNING THE ALLOCATION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 OF THE GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AND THE DECISION OF THE ENLARGED BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DATED 29 OCTOBER 1983 ADOPTING RULES GOVERNING THE USE OF THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENDITURE INCURRED BY THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS HAVING TAKEN PART IN THE 1984 EUROPEAN ELECTIONS .
2 ITEM 3708 WAS ENTERED IN THE GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES FOR THE 1982 , 1983 AND 1984 FINANCIAL YEARS , IN THE SECTION DEALING WITH THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT , UNDER TITLE 3 , CONCERNING EXPENDITURE RESULTING FROM SPECIAL FUNCTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE INSTITUTION ( OFFICIAL JOURNAL 1982 , L 31 , P . 114 , OFFICIAL JOURNAL 1983 , L 19 , P . 112 , AND OFFICIAL JOURNAL 1984 , L 12 , P . 132 ). THAT ITEM PROVIDES FOR A CONTRIBUTION TO THE COSTS OF PREPARATIONS FOR THE NEXT EUROPEAN ELECTIONS . THE REMARKS CONCERNING THE ITEM IN THE BUDGETS FOR 1982 AND 1983 ARE IDENTICAL . IT IS STATED THAT ' THIS APPROPRIATION IS TO COVER A CONTRIBUTION TO THE COST OF PREPARATIONS FOR THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN LEADING UP TO THE SECOND DIRECT ELECTIONS IN 1984 ' AND THAT ' THE BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT WILL LAY DOWN THE CONDITIONS GOVERNING THIS EXPENDITURE ' . THE REMARK CONTAINED IN THE 1984 BUDGET STATES THAT THE CONTRIBUTION WILL BE MADE ' PURSUANT TO THE BUREAU DECISION OF 12 OCTOBER 1982 ' . IN TOTAL 43 MILLION ECU WAS ALLOCATED TO THIS ITEM .

3 ON 12 OCTOBER 1982 , THE BUREAU , WHICH IS COMPOSED OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE 12 VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE PARLIAMENT , ADOPTED , UPON A PROPOSAL FROM THE CHAIRMEN OF THE POLITICAL GROUPS , A DECISION CONCERNING THE ALLOCATION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 ( HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS ' THE 1982 DECISION ' ). THE BUREAU SAT ON THAT OCCASION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE CHAIRMEN OF THE POLITICAL GROUPS AND DELEGATES OF THE NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS . ONE OF THE POLITICAL GROUPS , THE TECHNICAL COORDINATION GROUP , OBJECTED TO THE PRINCIPLE OF GRANTING FUNDS TO THE POLITICAL GROUPS FOR THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN .

4 THAT DECISION , WHICH WAS NOT PUBLISHED , PROVIDED THAT THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 OF THE BUDGET OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT WERE TO BE DIVIDED EACH YEAR BETWEEN THE POLITICAL GROUPS , THE NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS AND A RESERVE FUND FOR 1984 . THE DIVISION WAS TO BE CARRIED OUT IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER : ( A ) EACH OF THE SEVEN GROUPS WAS TO RECEIVE A FLAT-RATE ALLOCATION OF 1% OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS ; ( B ) APART FROM THIS , EACH GROUP WAS ALSO TO RECEIVE FOR EACH OF ITS MEMBERS 1/434 OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS REMAINING AFTER DEDUCTION OF THE FLAT-RATE ALLOCATIONS ; ( C ) EACH OF THE NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS WAS ALSO TO RECEIVE 1/434 OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS REMAINING AFTER DEDUCTION OF THE FLAT-RATE ALLOCATIONS ; ( D ) THE TOTAL OF THE ALLOCATIONS TO THE POLITICAL GROUPS AND THE NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS UNDER THE RULES SET OUT IN ( B ) AND ( C ) WAS NOT TO EXCEED 62% OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 ; AND ( E ) EACH YEAR , AN AMOUNT EQUIVALENT TO 31% OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 WAS TO BE ALLOCATED TO A RESERVE FUND . IT WAS PROVIDED THAT THIS RESERVE FUND WOULD BE DIVIDED , IN PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF VOTES OBTAINED , AMONG ALL POLITICAL GROUPINGS OBTAINING , IN THE 1984 ELECTIONS , MORE THAN 5% OF THE VALID VOTES CAST IN THE MEMBER STATE IN WHICH THE GROUPING PUT UP CANDIDATES OR MORE THAN 1% OF THE VALID VOTES CAST IN THREE OR MORE MEMBER STATES IN WHICH THE GROUPING PUT UP CANDIDATES ( HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS ' THE 1% CLAUSE ' ). FINALLY , IT WAS STATED THAT PRECISE DETAILS OF THE ALLOCATION OF THE RESERVE FUND WOULD BE DECIDED ON AT A LATER STAGE .

5 ON 12 OCTOBER 1982 , THE BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT , SITTING IN THE SAME CIRCUMSTANCES , ALSO ADOPTED RULES GOVERNING THE UTILIZATION BY THE POLITICAL GROUPS OF THE APPROPRIATIONS EARMARKED FOR THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN PRECEDING THE 1984 EUROPEAN ELECTIONS ( HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS ' THE 1982 RULES ON UTILIZATION OF FUNDS ' ). THOSE RULES , WHICH HAVE NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED , FOLLOW THE RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY A WORKING PARTY COMPOSED OF THE CHAIRMEN OF THE POLITICAL GROUPS AND CHAIRED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT .

6 AS REGARDS THE UTILIZATION OF THE FUNDS , THE RULES WERE AS FOLLOWS . THE FUNDS ALLOCATED TO THE POLITICAL GROUPS WERE TO BE USED SOLELY TO FINANCE ACTIVITIES DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH THE PREPARATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN FOR THE 1984 ELECTIONS . THE TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE ( IN PARTICULAR , SALARIES FOR TEMPORARY STAFF , RENTAL OF OFFICE ACCOMMODATION AND MAJOR ITEMS OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT , AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS COSTS AND EXPENDITURE ) WAS NOT TO EXCEED 25% OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED . THE FUNDS WERE NOT TO BE UTILIZED TO PURCHASE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY OR OFFICE FURNITURE . THE POLITICAL GROUPS WERE TO DEPOSIT THE FUNDS ALLOCATED TO THEM IN SEPARATE BANK ACCOUNTS SPECIFICALLY OPENED FOR THAT PURPOSE .

7 THE CHAIRMEN OF THE POLITICAL GROUPS WERE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT THE FUNDS WERE USED FOR PURPOSES COMPATIBLE WITH THE RULES ADOPTED . AN ACCOUNT OF THE UTILIZATION OF THE FUNDS WAS ULTIMATELY TO BE GIVEN TO THE OTHER CONTROL BODIES RESPONSIBLE FOR AUDITING THE FUNDS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT .

8 AS REGARDS ACCOUNTING RECORDS , THE RULES REQUIRED THAT COMPLETELY SEPARATE ACCOUNTS BE KEPT FROM THOSE RECORDING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE PERTAINING TO THE POLITICAL GROUPS ' OTHER ACTIVITIES . THE POLITICAL GROUPS WERE TO INSTITUTE ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS MEETING CERTAIN SPECIFIED REQUIREMENTS . THE SYSTEMS HAD TO MAKE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN THREE TYPES OF EXPENDITURE ( ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE , EXPENDITURE ON MEETINGS AND EXPENDITURE ON PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY ), SUBDIVIDED BY PROJECT . EACH YEAR , STARTING FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE POLITICAL GROUPS , THE GROUPS WERE TO PUBLISH A REPORT ON THE UTILIZATION OF THE FUNDS ( PAYMENTS , COMMITMENTS , RESERVES ) DURING THAT PERIOD . THAT REPORT WAS TO BE FORWARDED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON BUDGETARY CONTROL .

9 UNDER THE HEADING ' REPAYMENT OF FUNDS NOT UTILIZED ' , IT WAS STATED THAT THE FUNDS ALLOCATED COULD BE UTILIZED UNTIL AT THE LATEST 40 DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE ELECTIONS TO COVER ANY PAYMENT COMMITMENTS , PROVIDED THAT PAYMENT WAS ACTUALLY MADE NOT LATER THAN 40 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THE ELECTIONS . ANY MONIES DISBURSED CONTRARY TO THOSE TWO CONDITIONS WERE TO BE REPAID TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT WITHIN THREE MONTHS OF THE DATE OF THE ELECTIONS . WHERE APPROPRIATE , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT COULD RECOVER ANY MONIES OWING TO IT BY DEDUCTING THAT AMOUNT FROM THE APPROPRIATIONS SET ASIDE FOR THE POLITICAL GROUPS UNDER ITEM 3706 ( OTHER POLITICAL ACTIVITIES ).

10 ON 29 OCTOBER 1983 , THE ENLARGED BUREAU , WHICH IS COMPOSED OF THE BUREAU AND THE CHAIRMEN OF THE POLITICAL GROUPS , ADOPTED ' RULES GOVERNING THE USE OF THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENDITURE INCURRED BY THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS HAVING TAKEN PART IN THE 1984 EUROPEAN ELECTIONS ' ( OFFICIAL JOURNAL C 293 , P . 1 ) ( HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS ' THE 1983 RULES ' ).

11 AS HAD BEEN ANNOUNCED IN THE 1982 DECISION , THOSE RULES SPECIFIED THE BASIS ON WHICH THE RESERVE FUND OF 31% WAS TO BE ALLOCATED . THE CONDITIONS CONCERNING THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF VOTES WHICH POLITICAL GROUPINGS HAD TO OBTAIN IN ORDER TO OBTAIN A SHARE OF THE FUNDS ARE THE SAME AS THOSE SET OUT IN THE 1982 DECISION . THE 1983 RULES ADDED THAT POLITICAL GROUPINGS WISHING TO BENEFIT FROM THE 1% CLAUSE HAD TO SUBMIT A DECLARATION OF AFFILIATION TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT NO LATER THAN 40 DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTIONS . THE RULES ALSO CONTAINED VARIOUS PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE ALLOCATION OF THE FUNDS . FOR PARTIES , LISTS OR ALLIANCES REPRESENTED IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT , THE FUNDS WERE TO BE ALLOCATED TO THE POLITICAL GROUPS AND NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS WITH EFFECT FROM THE FIRST SITTING FOLLOWING THE ELECTIONS . FOR PARTIES , LISTS OR ALLIANCES NOT REPRESENTED IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT , IT WAS PROVIDED THAT : 

REQUESTS FOR REIMBURSEMENT WERE TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT WITHIN 90 DAYS OF THE PUBLICATION OF THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTION IN THE MEMBER STATES IN QUESTION , TOGETHER WITH ALL APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS ;

THE PERIOD DURING WHICH EXPENDITURE WAS TO BE CONSIDERED AS EXPENDITURE ON THE 1984 ELECTIONS WAS TO BEGIN ON 1 JANUARY 1983 AND FINISH 40 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THE 1984 ELECTIONS ;

REQUESTS WERE TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS PROVING THAT THE AMOUNTS WERE DISBURSED FOR THE ELECTIONS TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ;

THE AFORESAID CRITERIA APPLICABLE TO EXPENDITURE INCURRED BY THE POLITICAL GROUPS WERE ALSO TO APPLY TO EXPENDITURE INCURRED BY POLITICAL GROUPINGS NOT REPRESENTED IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT .

12 THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION PUTS FORWARD SEVEN SUBMISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF ITS ACTION : 

( 1 ) LACK OF COMPETENCE ;

( 2 ) INFRINGEMENT OF THE TREATIES , IN PARTICULAR , ARTICLE 138 OF THE EEC TREATY AND ARTICLES 7 ( 2 ) AND 13 OF THE ACT CONCERNING THE ELECTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASSEMBLY BY DIRECT UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE ;

( 3 ) BREACH OF THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE OF THE EQUALITY OF ALL CITIZENS BEFORE THE LAW GOVERNING ELECTIONS ;

( 4 ) INFRINGEMENT OF ARTICLE 85 ET SEQ . OF THE EEC TREATY ;

( 5 ) BREACH OF THE FRENCH CONSTITUTION , INASMUCH AS THE PRINCIPLE OF THE EQUALITY OF CITIZENS BEFORE THE LAW HAS NOT BEEN RESPECTED ;

( 6 ) AN OBJECTION OF ILLEGALITY AND INAPPLICABILITY , INASMUCH AS THE VOTE CAST BY THE FRENCH MINISTER IN THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES DURING THE DELIBERATION ON THE BUDGETS WAS UNLAWFUL , THUS RENDERING UNLAWFUL THE DELIBERATION OF THE COUNCIL AND THE SUBSEQUENT STEPS IN THE BUDGETARY PROCEDURE ; AND 

( 7 ) MISUSE OF POWERS , INASMUCH AS THE BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT USED THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 IN ORDER TO ENSURE THE RE-ELECTION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTED IN 1979 . 

ADMISSIBILITY OF THE ACTION 

1 . CAPACITY OF ' LES VERTS - CONFEDERATION ECOLOGISTE - PARTI ECOLOGISTE ' TO PURSUE THE PROCEEDINGS 

13 AFTER THE WRITTEN PROCEDURE HAD BEEN COMPLETED , IT EMERGED THAT BY AN AGREEMENT OF 29 MARCH 1984 THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION , ' LES VERTS - PARTI ECOLOGISTE ' , AND ANOTHER ASSOCIATION CALLED ' LES VERTS - CONFEDERATION ECOLOGISTE ' DECIDED TO DISSOLVE THEMSELVES AND TO MERGE IN ORDER TO FORM A NEW ASSOCIATION CALLED ' LES VERTS - CONFEDERATION ECOLOGISTE - PARTI ECOLOGISTE ' . THAT ASSOCIATION WAS REGISTERED AT THE PREFECTURE DE POLICE IN PARIS ON 20 JUNE 1984 ( JORF OF 8.11 . 1984 , NC , P . 10241 , NOTICE REPLACING AND CANCELLING THOSE CONTAINED IN THE JORF OF 25.7.1984 , NC 172 , PP . 6604 AND 6608 ). IT WAS THAT NEW ASSOCIATION WHICH PUT UP A LIST FOR ' LES VERTS - EUROPE ECOLOGIE ' AT THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS OF JUNE 1984 , HAVING SUBMITTED ON 28 APRIL 1984 THE DECLARATION OF AFFILIATION REFERRED TO IN RULE 4 OF THE 1983 RULES . IT WAS ALSO THAT ASSOCIATION WHICH , IN A LETTER OF 23 JULY 1984 , SUBMITTED A REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT UNDER THOSE RULES TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT . AS A RESULT OF THAT REQUEST IT RECEIVED A SUM OF 82 958 ECU , CALCULATED BY APPLYING TO THE 680 080 VOTES OBTAINED A FUNDING FACTOR PER VOTE OF 0.1206596 . 

14 IN VIEW OF THOSE NEW FACTORS , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CONTENDED FIRST OF ALL THAT THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION ' LES VERTS - PARTI ECOLOGISTE ' HAD , BY VIRTUE OF ITS BEING DISSOLVED , LOST THE CAPACITY TO PURSUE THESE PROCEEDINGS AND THAT THE RULE THAT IT CONTINUED TO HAVE LEGAL PERSONALITY FOR THE PURPOSES OF ITS WINDING-UP COULD NOT APPLY TO THIS ACTION SINCE THE ACTION HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE NEW ASSOCIATION . WHILE NOT DENYING THAT THE NEW ASSOCIATION , ' LES VERTS - CONFEDERATION ECOLOGISTE - PARTI ECOLOGISTE ' , COULD CONTINUE THE PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ARGUED THAT THE PROCEEDINGS HAD TO BE CONTINUED WITHIN A PERIOD LAID DOWN BY THE COURT AND THAT THIS HAD TO BE DONE CLEARLY BY THE ORGANS OF THE NEW ASSOCIATION EMPOWERED TO DO SO UNDER THE ASSOCIATION ' S RULES . SINCE IT CONSIDERED THAT THE LATTER CONDITION HAD NOT BEEN FULFILLED , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CONTENDED THAT THE COURT SHOULD DISMISS THE APPLICATION .

15 IT SHOULD FIRST BE POINTED OUT THAT IT CAN BE SEEN FROM THE AGREEMENT OF 29 MARCH 1984 THAT THE DISSOLUTION OF THE TWO ASSOCIATIONS , INCLUDING THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION , TOOK PLACE SUBJECT TO THEIR BEING MERGED TO FORM A NEW ASSOCIATION . THE DISSOLUTION AND MERGER OF THE ORIGINAL ASSOCIATIONS AND THE FORMATION OF THE NEW ASSOCIATION WERE THUS BROUGHT ABOUT BY MEANS OF A SINGLE ACT ; CONSEQUENTLY THERE IS BOTH LEGAL AND TEMPORAL CONTINUITY BETWEEN THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION AND THE NEW ASSOCIATION AND THE LATTER HAS ACQUIRED THE RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE FORMER .

16 SECONDLY , THE MERGER AGREEMENT EXPRESSLY STATES THAT LEGAL PROCEEDINGS WHICH HAVE BEEN INSTITUTED , AND IN PARTICULAR THOSE INSTITUTED BEFORE THE COURT OF JUSTICE , ' ARE TO CONTINUE ON THE SAME TERMS ' AND ' UNDER THE SAME ARRANGEMENTS ' .

17 THIRDLY , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ITSELF REFERRED DURING THE ORAL PROCEDURE TO A DECISION ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL INTERREGIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE NEW ASSOCIATION ON 16 AND 17 FEBRUARY 1985 . ACCORDING TO THAT DECISION , WHICH WAS READ OUT AT THE HEARING BY COUNSEL FOR THE NEW ASSOCIATION , THE COMMITTEE , WHICH IS THE BODY EMPOWERED UNDER THE RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION TO BRING LEGAL PROCEEDINGS , EXPRESSLY DECIDED , IN VIEW OF THE DILATORY ATTITUDE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT , TO CONTINUE THE PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED BY THE ASSOCIATION ' LES VERTS - PARTI ECOLOGISTE ' .

18 IN THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES , THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT AS TO THE INTENTION OF THE NEW ASSOCIATION TO MAINTAIN AND CONTINUE THE ACTION THAT WAS BROUGHT BY ONE OF THE ASSOCIATIONS FROM WHICH IT WAS FORMED AND THAT WAS EXPRESSLY ASSIGNED TO IT , AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ' S SUBMISSIONS TO THE CONTRARY MUST BE REJECTED .

19 ALTHOUGH THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT HAS NOT PUT FORWARD ANY PLEA OF INADMISSIBILITY BASED ON THE CONDITIONS LAID DOWN IN ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY , THE COURT MUST VERIFY OF ITS OWN MOTION WHETHER THOSE CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN FULFILLED . IN THIS CASE , IT APPEARS TO BE NECESSARY TO RULE EXPRESSLY ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS : DOES THE COURT HAVE JURISDICTION TO HEAR AND DETERMINE AN ACTION FOR ANNULMENT BROUGHT UNDER ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY AGAINST A MEASURE ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT? ARE THE 1982 DECISIONS AND THE 1983 RULES MEASURES INTENDED TO PRODUCE LEGAL EFFECTS VIS-A-VIS THIRD PARTIES? ARE THOSE MEASURES OF DIRECT AND INDIVIDUAL CONCERN TO THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE SECOND PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY? 

2 . THE COURT ' S JURISDICTION TO HEAR AND DETERMINE AN ACTION FOR ANNULMENT BROUGHT UNDER ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY AGAINST A MEASURE ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

20 IT MUST FIRST BE OBSERVED THAT THE 1982 DECISION AND THE 1983 RULES WERE ADOPTED BY ORGANS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND MUST THEREFORE BE REGARDED AS MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ITSELF .

21 THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION CONSIDERS THAT , IN VIEW OF THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 164 OF THE TREATY , THE COURT ' S POWER TO REVIEW THE LEGALITY OF MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE INSTITUTIONS UNDER ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY CANNOT BE LIMITED TO MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL AND THE COMMISSION WITHOUT GIVING RISE TO A DENIAL OF JUSTICE .

22 THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ALSO CONSIDERS THAT , IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS GENERAL FUNCTION AS CUSTODIAN OF THE LAW , AS LAID DOWN IN ARTICLE 164 OF THE TREATY , THE COURT CAN REVIEW THE LEGALITY OF MEASURES OTHER THAN THOSE ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL AND THE COMMISSION . IN ITS OPINION , THE LIST OF POTENTIAL DEFENDANTS IN ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE . THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DOES NOT DISPUTE THAT IN AREAS SUCH AS THE BUDGET AND QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE ORGANIZATION OF DIRECT ELECTIONS , WHERE INCREASED POWERS HAVE BEEN CONFERRED UPON IT BY AMENDMENT OF THE TREATIES AND WHERE IT MAY ITSELF ADOPT LEGAL MEASURES , IT IS SUBJECT TO JUDICIAL REVIEW BY THE COURT . IN THE CASE OF APPROPRIATIONS GRANTED BY WAY OF A CONTRIBUTION TO THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN FOR THE SECOND DIRECT ELECTION , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DIRECTLY EXERCISES ITS RIGHTS . IT DOES NOT THEREFORE WISH TO REMOVE THE MEASURES WHICH IT ADOPTS IN THIS AREA FROM JUDICIAL REVIEW . HOWEVER , IT CONSIDERS THAT , IF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY IS TO BE INTERPRETED BROADLY SO AS TO RENDER THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY IT CHALLENGEABLE BY WAY OF AN ACTION FOR ANNULMENT , IT SHOULD IN TURN HAVE THE CAPACITY TO BRING SUCH AN ACTION AGAINST MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL AND THE COMMISSION .

23 IT MUST FIRST BE EMPHASIZED IN THIS REGARD THAT THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY IS A COMMUNITY BASED ON THE RULE OF LAW , INASMUCH AS NEITHER ITS MEMBER STATES NOR ITS INSTITUTIONS CAN AVOID A REVIEW OF THE QUESTION WHETHER THE MEASURES ADOPTED BY THEM ARE IN CONFORMITY WITH THE BASIC CONSTITUTIONAL CHARTER , THE TREATY . IN PARTICULAR , IN ARTICLES 173 AND 184 , ON THE ONE HAND , AND IN ARTICLE 177 , ON THE OTHER , THE TREATY ESTABLISHED A COMPLETE SYSTEM OF LEGAL REMEDIES AND PROCEDURES DESIGNED TO PERMIT THE COURT OF JUSTICE TO REVIEW THE LEGALITY OF MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE INSTITUTIONS . NATURAL AND LEGAL PERSONS ARE THUS PROTECTED AGAINST THE APPLICATION TO THEM OF GENERAL MEASURES WHICH THEY CANNOT CONTEST DIRECTLY BEFORE THE COURT BY REASON OF THE SPECIAL CONDITIONS OF ADMISSIBILITY LAID DOWN IN THE SECOND PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY . WHERE THE COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH MEASURES , NATURAL OR LEGAL PERSONS MAY BRING A DIRECT ACTION BEFORE THE COURT AGAINST IMPLEMENTING MEASURES WHICH ARE ADDRESSED TO THEM OR WHICH ARE OF DIRECT AND INDIVIDUAL CONCERN TO THEM AND , IN SUPPORT OF SUCH AN ACTION , PLEAD THE ILLEGALITY OF THE GENERAL MEASURE ON WHICH THEY ARE BASED . WHERE IMPLEMENTATION IS A MATTER FOR THE NATIONAL AUTHORITIES , SUCH PERSONS MAY PLEAD THE INVALIDITY OF GENERAL MEASURES BEFORE THE NATIONAL COURTS AND CAUSE THE LATTER TO REQUEST THE COURT OF JUSTICE FOR A PRELIMINARY RULING .

24 IT IS TRUE THAT , UNLIKE ARTICLE 177 OF THE TREATY , WHICH REFERS TO ACTS OF THE INSTITUTIONS WITHOUT FURTHER QUALIFICATION , ARTICLE 173 REFERS ONLY TO ACTS OF THE COUNCIL AND THE COMMISSION . HOWEVER , THE GENERAL SCHEME OF THE TREATY IS TO MAKE A DIRECT ACTION AVAILABLE AGAINST ' ALL MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE INSTITUTIONS . . . WHICH ARE INTENDED TO HAVE LEGAL EFFECTS ' , AS THE COURT HAS ALREADY HAD OCCASION TO EMPHASIZE IN ITS JUDGMENT OF 31 MARCH 1971 ( CASE 22/70 COMMISSION V COUNCIL ( 1971 ) ECR 263 ). THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IS NOT EXPRESSLY MENTIONED AMONG THE INSTITUTIONS WHOSE MEASURES MAY BE CONTESTED BECAUSE , IN ITS ORIGINAL VERSION , THE EEC TREATY MERELY GRANTED IT POWERS OF CONSULTATION AND POLITICAL CONTROL RATHER THAN THE POWER TO ADOPT MEASURES INTENDED TO HAVE LEGAL EFFECTS VIS-A-VIS THIRD PARTIES . ARTICLE 38 OF THE ECSC TREATY SHOWS THAT WHERE THE PARLIAMENT WAS GIVEN AB INITIO THE POWER TO ADOPT BINDING MEASURES , AS WAS THE CASE UNDER THE LAST SENTENCE OF THE FOURTH PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 95 OF THAT TREATY , MEASURES ADOPTED BY IT WERE NOT IN PRINCIPLE IMMUNE FROM ACTIONS FOR ANNULMENT .

25 WHEREAS UNDER THE ECSC TREATY ACTIONS FOR ANNULMENT AGAINST MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE INSTITUTIONS ARE THE SUBJECT OF TWO SEPARATE PROVISIONS , THEY ARE GOVERNED UNDER THE EEC TREATY BY ARTICLE 173 ALONE , WHICH IS THEREFORE A PROVISION OF GENERAL APPLICATION . AN INTERPRETATION OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY WHICH EXCLUDED MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT FROM THOSE WHICH COULD BE CONTESTED WOULD LEAD TO A RESULT CONTRARY BOTH TO THE SPIRIT OF THE TREATY AS EXPRESSED IN ARTICLE 164 AND TO ITS SYSTEM . MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE EEC TREATY COULD ENCROACH ON THE POWERS OF THE MEMBER STATES OR OF THE OTHER INSTITUTIONS , OR EXCEED THE LIMITS WHICH HAVE BEEN SET TO THE PARLIAMENT ' S POWERS , WITHOUT ITS BEING POSSIBLE TO REFER THEM FOR REVIEW BY THE COURT . IT MUST THEREFORE BE CONCLUDED THAT AN ACTION FOR ANNULMENT MAY LIE AGAINST MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT INTENDED TO HAVE LEGAL EFFECTS VIS-A-VIS THIRD PARTIES .

26 IT IS NOW NECESSARY TO CONSIDER WHETHER THE 1982 DECISION AND THE 1983 RULES ARE MEASURES INTENDED TO HAVE LEGAL EFFECTS VIS-A-VIS THIRD PARTIES .

3 . THE QUESTION WHETHER THE 1982 DECISION AND THE 1983 RULES ARE MEASURES INTENDED TO PRODUCE LEGAL EFFECTS VIS-A-VIS THIRD PARTIES 

27 THE TWO CONTESTED MEASURES BOTH CONCERN THE ALLOCATION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED IN THE BUDGET OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT TO COVER THE COST OF PREPARATIONS FOR THE 1984 EUROPEAN ELECTIONS . THEY DEAL WITH THE ALLOCATION OF THOSE APPROPRIATIONS TO THIRD PARTIES FOR EXPENSES RELATING TO ACTIVITIES TO TAKE PLACE OUTSIDE THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT . IN THAT REGARD THEY GOVERN THE RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS BOTH OF POLITICAL GROUPINGS WHICH WERE ALREADY REPRESENTED IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN 1979 AND OF THOSE WHICH WERE TO TAKE PART IN THE 1984 ELECTIONS . THEY DETERMINE THE PROPORTION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS TO BE RECEIVED BY EACH OF THE GROUPINGS , EITHER ON THE BASIS OF THE NUMBER OF SEATS OBTAINED IN 1979 OR ON THE BASIS OF THE NUMBER OF VOTES OBTAINED IN 1984 . FOR THAT REASON , THE MEASURES IN QUESTION WERE DESIGNED TO PRODUCE LEGAL EFFECTS VIS-A-VIS THIRD PARTIES AND MAY THEREFORE BE THE SUBJECT OF AN ACTION UNDER ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY .

28 THE ARGUMENT THAT THE COURT OF AUDITORS ' POWER OF REVIEW UNDER ARTICLE 206A OF THE TREATY PRECLUDES ANY REVIEW BY THE COURT OF JUSTICE MUST BE REJECTED . THE COURT OF AUDITORS ONLY HAS POWER TO EXAMINE THE LEGALITY OF EXPENDITURE WITH REFERENCE TO THE BUDGET AND THE SECONDARY PROVISION ON WHICH THE EXPENDITURE IS BASED ( COMMONLY CALLED ' THE BASIC MEASURE ' ). ITS REVIEW IS THUS IN ANY EVENT DISTINCT FROM THAT EXERCISED BY THE COURT OF JUSTICE , WHICH CONCERNS THE LEGALITY OF THE BASIC MEASURE . THE MEASURES CONTESTED IN THIS CASE ARE IN REALITY THE EQUIVALENT OF A BASIC MEASURE , INASMUCH AS THEY PROVIDE IN PRINCIPLE FOR THE EXPENDITURE AND LAY DOWN THE DETAILED RULES ACCORDING TO WHICH THE EXPENDITURE IS TO BE EFFECTED .

4 . THE QUESTION WHETHER THE CONTESTED MEASURES ARE OF DIRECT AND INDIVIDUAL CONCERN TO THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE SECOND PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY 

29 THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION EMPHASIZES THAT IT HAS LEGAL PERSONALITY AND THAT THE CONTESTED DECISIONS , ENTAILING AS THEY DO A GRANT OF AID TO RIVAL POLITICAL GROUPINGS , IS CERTAINLY OF DIRECT AND INDIVIDUAL CONCERN TO IT .

30 THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CONSIDERS THAT , AS THE COURT ' S CASE-LAW CONCERNING THAT CONDITION STANDS AT PRESENT , THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION ' S ACTION IS INADMISSIBLE . HOWEVER , IT RAISES THE QUESTION WHETHER A WIDE INTERPRETATION OF THE FIRST PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY WOULD NOT AFFECT THE INTERPRETATION TO BE GIVEN TO THE SECOND PARAGRAPH OF THAT ARTICLE . IT EMPHASIZES IN THAT REGARD THAT THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION IS NOT AN ORDINARY THIRD PARTY BUT , AS A POLITICAL PARTY , OCCUPIES AN INTERMEDIATE POSITION BETWEEN THE PRIVILEGED APPLICANTS AND PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS . IN ITS VIEW , THE SPECIAL FUNCTION OF POLITICAL PARTIES MUST BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION AT COMMUNITY LEVEL . IT CONSIDERS THAT THEIR SPECIAL STATUS JUSTIFIES THEIR BEING ACCORDED A RIGHT OF ACTION UNDER THE SECOND PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 173 OF THE TREATY AGAINST MEASURES WHICH DETERMINE UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS AND IN WHAT AMOUNT THEY ARE TO RECEIVE , ON THE OCCASION OF THE DIRECT ELECTIONS , FUNDS FROM THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING THE LATTER MORE WIDELY KNOWN . IN ITS DEFENCE , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CONCLUDES FROM THAT LINE OF REASONING THAT POLITICAL PARTIES ARE DIRECTLY AND INDIVIDUALLY CONCERNED BY THE 1983 RULES .

31 IT MUST FIRST BE POINTED OUT THAT THE CONTESTED MEASURES ARE OF DIRECT CONCERN TO THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION . THEY CONSTITUTE A COMPLETE SET OF RULES WHICH ARE SUFFICIENT IN THEMSELVES AND WHICH REQUIRE NO IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS , SINCE THE CALCULATION OF THE SHARE OF THE APPROPRIATIONS TO BE GRANTED TO EACH OF THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS CONCERNED IS AUTOMATIC AND LEAVES NO ROOM FOR ANY DISCRETION .

32 IT REMAINS TO BE EXAMINED WHETHER THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION IS INDIVIDUALLY CONCERNED BY THE CONTESTED MEASURES .

33 THAT EXAMINATION MUST BE CENTRED ON THE 1982 DECISION . THAT DECISION APPROVED THE PRINCIPLE OF GRANTING THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 TO THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS ; IT THEN DETERMINED THE SHARE OF THOSE APPROPRIATIONS TO BE PAID TO THE POLITICAL GROUPS IN THE ASSEMBLY ELECTED IN 1979 AND TO THE NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS OF THAT ASSEMBLY ( 69% ) AND THE SHARE OF THE APPROPRIATIONS TO BE DISTRIBUTED AMONG ALL THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS , WHETHER OR NOT REPRESENTED IN THE ASSEMBLY ELECTED IN 1979 , WHICH TOOK PART IN THE 1984 ELECTIONS ( 31% ); FINALLY , IT DIVIDED THE 69% BETWEEN THE POLITICAL GROUPS AND THE NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS . THE 1983 RULES MERELY CONFIRMED THE 1982 DECISION AND COMPLETED IT BY SETTING OUT THE FORMULA FOR THE DIVISION OF THE 31% RESERVE FUND . THEY MUST THEREFORE BE REGARDED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE ORIGINAL DECISION .

34 THE 1982 DECISION CONCERNS ALL THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS , EVEN THOUGH THE TREATMENT THEY RECEIVE DIFFERS ACCORDING TO WHETHER OR NOT THEY WERE REPRESENTED IN THE ASSEMBLY ELECTED IN 1979 . 

35 THIS ACTION CONCERNS A SITUATION WHICH HAS NEVER BEFORE COME BEFORE THE COURT . BECAUSE THEY HAD REPRESENTATIVES IN THE INSTITUTION , CERTAIN POLITICAL GROUPINGS TOOK PART IN THE ADOPTION OF A DECISION WHICH DEALS BOTH WITH THEIR OWN TREATMENT AND WITH THAT ACCORDED TO RIVAL GROUPINGS WHICH WERE NOT REPRESENTED . IN VIEW OF THIS , AND IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE CONTESTED MEASURE CONCERNS THE ALLOCATION OF PUBLIC FUNDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREPARING FOR ELECTIONS AND IT IS ALLEGED THAT THOSE FUNDS WERE ALLOCATED UNEQUALLY , IT CANNOT BE CONSIDERED THAT ONLY GROUPINGS WHICH WERE REPRESENTED AND WHICH WERE THEREFORE IDENTIFIABLE AT THE DATE OF THE ADOPTION OF THE CONTESTED MEASURE ARE INDIVIDUALLY CONCERNED BY IT .

36 SUCH AN INTERPRETATION WOULD GIVE RISE TO INEQUALITY IN THE PROTECTION AFFORDED BY THE COURT TO THE VARIOUS GROUPINGS COMPETING IN THE SAME ELECTIONS . GROUPINGS NOT REPRESENTED COULD NOT PREVENT THE ALLOCATION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS AT ISSUE BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN BECAUSE THEY WOULD BE UNABLE TO PLEAD THE ILLEGALITY OF THE BASIC DECISION EXCEPT IN SUPPORT OF AN ACTION AGAINST THE INDIVIDUAL DECISIONS REFUSING TO REIMBURSE SUMS GREATER THAN THOSE PROVIDED FOR . IT WOULD THEREFORE BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO BRING AN ACTION FOR ANNULMENT BEFORE THE COURT PRIOR TO THE ELECTIONS OR TO OBTAIN AN ORDER FROM THE COURT UNDER ARTICLE 185 OF THE TREATY SUSPENDING APPLICATION OF THE CONTESTED BASIC DECISION .

37 CONSEQUENTLY , IT MUST BE CONCLUDED THAT THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION , WHICH WAS IN EXISTENCE AT THE TIME WHEN THE 1982 DECISION WAS ADOPTED AND WHICH WAS ABLE TO PRESENT CANDIDATES AT THE 1984 ELECTIONS , IS INDIVIDUALLY CONCERNED BY THE CONTESTED MEASURES .

38 IN THE LIGHT OF ALL THOSE CONSIDERATIONS , IT MUST BE CONCLUDED THAT THE APPLICATION IS ADMISSIBLE .

SUBSTANCE OF THE CASE 

39 IN ITS FIRST THREE SUBMISSIONS , THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION DESCRIBES THE SCHEME ESTABLISHED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AS A SCHEME FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES .

40 IN ITS FIRST SUBMISSION , THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION CLAIMS THAT THE TREATY PROVIDES NO LEGAL BASIS FOR THE ADOPTION OF SUCH A SCHEME . IN ITS SECOND SUBMISSION IT ASKS THE COURT TO DECLARE THAT , IN ANY EVENT , SUCH A MATTER IS COVERED BY THE CONCEPT OF A UNIFORM ELECTORAL PROCEDURE REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 138 ( 3 ) OF THE TREATY AND THAT IT THEREFORE REMAINS WITHIN THE POWERS OF THE NATIONAL LEGISLATURES BY VIRTUE OF THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7 ( 2 ) OF THE ACT CONCERNING THE ELECTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASSEMBLY BY DIRECT UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE .

41 FINALLY , THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION ' S THIRD SUBMISSION CRITICIZES THE UNEQUAL OPPORTUNITY AFFORDED TO THE VARIOUS POLITICAL GROUPINGS INASMUCH AS THOSE ALREADY REPRESENTED IN THE PARLIAMENT ELECTED IN 1979 SHARED TWICE IN THE DIVISION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 . THEY SHARED FIRST IN THE DIVISION OF THE 69% WHICH WAS RESERVED FOR THE POLITICAL GROUPS AND NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY ELECTED IN 1979 AND SHARED AGAIN IN THE DIVISION OF THE 31% RESERVE FUND . THEY WERE THUS PLACED AT A CONSIDERABLE ADVANTAGE COMPARED TO GROUPINGS WHICH DID NOT ALREADY HAVE REPRESENTATIVES IN THE ASSEMBLY ELECTED IN 1979 . 

42 THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT REPLIES TO THE FIRST TWO SUBMISSIONS TOGETHER . IT CONSIDERS THAT THERE IS A CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE TWO SUBMISSIONS : THE MATTER EITHER FALLS OR DOES NOT FALL WITHIN THE POWERS OF THE COMMUNITY BUT THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION CANNOT ADVANCE BOTH OF THOSE PROPOSITIONS AT THE SAME TIME . THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT EMPHASIZES ABOVE ALL THAT THE SCHEME WAS NOT SET UP TO REIMBURSE ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES BUT TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO AN INFORMATION CAMPAIGN DESIGNED TO MAKE THE PARLIAMENT MORE WIDELY KNOWN AMONG THE ELECTORATE AT THE TIME OF THE ELECTIONS , AS CAN BE CLEARLY SEEN BOTH FROM THE REMARKS ON ITEM 3708 AND FROM THE IMPLEMENTING RULES . THE PARTICIPATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN SUCH AN INFORMATION CAMPAIGN FOLLOWS FROM ITS POWER , ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE COURT IN ITS JUDGMENT OF 10 FEBRUARY 1983 ( CASE 230/81 LUXEMBOURG V PARLIAMENT ( 1983 ) ECR 255 , AT P . 287 ), TO DETERMINE ITS OWN INTERNAL ORGANIZATION AND TO ADOPT ' APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO ENSURE THE DUE FUNCTIONING AND CONDUCT OF ITS PROCEEDINGS ' . SINCE THE SCHEME WAS NOT CONCERNED WITH REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES , THE FIRST AND SECOND SUBMISSIONS ARE WITHOUT FOUNDATION .

43 THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ALSO CONTENDS THAT THE THIRD SUBMISSION SHOULD BE REJECTED BECAUSE THE EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY BETWEEN THE VARIOUS POLITICAL GROUPINGS HAS NOT BEEN AFFECTED . THE PURPOSE OF THE RULES IS TO PERMIT AN EFFECTIVE DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARLIAMENT . THE POLITICAL PARTIES REPRESENTED IN THE ASSEMBLY ELECTED IN 1979 HAVE ALREADY DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY HAVE ENGAGED IN ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION . BEING LARGER GROUPINGS , THEY ARE MORE REPRESENTATIVE AND ARE THEREFORE IN A POSITION TO DISSEMINATE A GREATER QUANTITY OF INFORMATION . THE PARLIAMENT MAINTAINS THAT IT IS THEREFORE JUSTIFIABLE TO MAKE LARGER SUMS AVAILABLE TO THEM FOR THEIR INFORMATION CAMPAIGN . IT CONSIDERS THAT THE DIVISION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS INTO 69% FOR THE PRIOR FINANCING OF THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN AND 31% FOR THE SUBSEQUENT FINANCING OF ALL THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS WHICH TOOK PART IN THE ELECTIONS CONSTITUTES A DECISION WHICH COMES WITHIN ITS POLITICAL DISCRETION . THE PARLIAMENT EMPHASIZED ONCE AGAIN AT THE HEARING THAT THE BUREAU AND THE ENLARGED BUREAU DECIDED ON AN ALLOCATION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS ACCORDING TO A FORMULA WHICH NATURALLY TOOK ACCOUNT OF THE SIZE OF THE CONTRIBUTION WHICH COULD BE MADE BY THE VARIOUS GROUPINGS IN PROMOTING THE CONCEPT OF POLITICAL INTEGRATION IN PUBLIC OPINION IN THE MEMBER STATES .

44 IT SHOULD FIRST OF ALL BE REPEATED THAT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IS ENTITLED TO ADOPT , BY VIRTUE OF ITS POWER TO DETERMINE ITS OWN INTERNAL ORGANIZATION GIVEN TO IT BY THE TREATIES , APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO ENSURE THE PROPER FUNCTIONING AND CONDUCT OF ITS PROCEEDINGS , AS WAS MADE CLEAR IN THE AFORESAID JUDGMENT OF 10 FEBRUARY 1983 . HOWEVER , IT MUST BE POINTED OUT THAT THE FINANCING SCHEME SET UP WOULD NOT COME WITHIN THAT POWER OF INTERNAL ORGANIZATION IF IT WERE TO BE FOUND THAT IT CANNOT BE DISTINGUISHED FROM A SCHEME PROVIDING FOR FLAT-RATE REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES .

45 IN ORDER TO CONSIDER WHETHER OR NOT THE FIRST THREE SUBMISSIONS ARE WELL-FOUNDED , IT IS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO DETERMINE FIRST OF ALL THE TRUE NATURE OF THE FINANCING SCHEME SET UP BY THE CONTESTED MEASURES .

46 IT SHOULD FIRST BE NOTED THAT THE CONTESTED MEASURES ARE , TO SAY THE LEAST , AMBIGUOUS . THE 1982 DECISION MERELY STATES THAT IT DEALS WITH THE ALLOCATION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 , WHEREAS THE INTERNAL MEMORANDUM SUMMARIZING IT SPEAKS QUITE OPENLY OF FINANCING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN . WITH REGARD TO THE 1983 RULES , THEY DO NOT STATE WHETHER THE EXPENSES WHICH THEY PROPOSE TO REIMBURSE MUST HAVE BEEN INCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ITSELF OR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE POSITIONS WHICH THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS HAVE ADOPTED OR WHICH THEY INTEND TO ADOPT IN THE FUTURE .

47 IT IS TRUE THAT THE 1982 RULES ON THE UTILIZATION OF FUNDS PROVIDED THAT THE FUNDS ALLOCATED COULD ONLY BE USED FOR ACTIVITIES CONNECTED WITH THE INFORMATION CAMPAIGN FOR THE 1984 ELECTIONS . TO ENSURE THAT THAT CONDITION WAS MET , THEY SPECIFIED THE KIND OF EXPENDITURE WHICH COULD BE COVERED , DESIGNATED THE PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT THE FUNDS WERE CORRECTLY UTILIZED , REQUIRED THE KEEPING OF SEPARATE ACCOUNTS ITEMIZING THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF EXPENDITURE AND REQUIRED THE SUBMISSION OF REPORTS ON THE UTILIZATION OF THE FUNDS . IN THIS WAY , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT SOUGHT TO GUARANTEE THAT THE FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE POLITICAL GROUPS WOULD BE USED MAINLY TO COVER EXPENDITURE ON MEETINGS AND PUBLICATIONS ( BROCHURES , ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE PRESS AND POSTERS ).

48 IT MUST BE EMPHASIZED , HOWEVER , THAT THOSE RULES ARE NOT SUFFICIENT TO REMOVE THE AMBIGUITY AS TO THE NATURE OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED . IN FACT , THE 1982 RULES DID NOT , ANY MORE THAN THE CONTESTED MEASURES , LAY DOWN ANY CONDITION LINKING THE ALLOCATION OF THE FUNDS TO THE NATURE OF THE INFORMATION DISSEMINATED . THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT CONSIDERS THAT , BY GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR ACTIVITIES , CANDIDATES CONTRIBUTED TO THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON THE WAY IN WHICH THE PARLIAMENTARY INSTITUTION HAD CARRIED OUT ITS TASK . IT IS CLEAR THAT IN AN INFORMATION CAMPAIGN OF THAT TYPE , WHICH THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DESCRIBES AS ALLOWING THE PRESENTATION OF DIFFERENT VIEWS , INFORMATION ON THE ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND PARTY PROPAGANDA ARE INSEPARABLE . MOREOVER , THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ADMITTED AT THE HEARING THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR ITS MEMBERS TO SEPARATE STRICTLY ELECTORAL STATEMENTS FROM INFORMATION .

49 FINALLY , IT MUST BE POINTED OUT THAT THE FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS COULD BE SPENT DURING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN . THAT IS CLEAR FIRST OF ALL AS REGARDS THE AMOUNTS PAID OUT OF THE 31% RESERVE FUND , WHICH WAS DIVIDED AMONG THE GROUPINGS WHICH TOOK PART IN THE 1984 ELECTIONS . THE EXPENDITURE WHICH COULD BE REIMBURSED WAS THAT INCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE 1984 EUROPEAN ELECTIONS DURING THE PERIOD FROM 1 JANUARY 1983 TO 40 DAYS AFTER THE ELECTIONS . IT IS , HOWEVER , EQUALLY TRUE OF THE 69% OF THE APPROPRIATIONS DIVIDED EACH YEAR BETWEEN THE POLITICAL GROUPS AND THE NON-ATTACHED MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY ELECTED IN 1979 . IT CAN BE SEEN FROM THE 1982 RULES THAT ONE-THIRD OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT ALLOCATED ( MINUS THE FLAT-RATE PORTION ) WAS NOT TO BE PAID UNTIL AFTER THE 1984 ELECTIONS HAD BEEN HELD . FURTHERMORE , THE FUNDS ALLOCATED FROM THE 69% OF THE TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS COULD BE USED TO CONSTITUTE RESERVE FUNDS AND TO COVER PAYMENT COMMITMENTS UNTIL AT THE LATEST 40 DAYS BEFORE THE DATE OF THE ELECTIONS , PROVIDED THAT PAYMENT WAS ACTUALLY MADE NOT LATER THAN 40 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THE ELECTIONS .

50 UNDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES , IT MUST BE CONCLUDED THAT THE FINANCING SCHEME SET UP CANNOT BE DISTINGUISHED FROM A SCHEME PROVIDING FOR FLAT-RATE REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES .

51 SECONDLY , IT MUST BE CONSIDERED WHETHER THE ADOPTION OF THE CONTESTED MEASURES INFRINGES ARTICLE 7 ( 2 ) OF THE ACT OF 20 SEPTEMBER 1976 CONCERNING THE ELECTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASSEMBLY BY DIRECT UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE .

52 ACCORDING TO THAT PROVISION , ' PENDING THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF A UNIFORM ELECTORAL PROCEDURE AND SUBJECT TO THE OTHER PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT , THE ELECTORAL PROCEDURE SHALL BE GOVERNED IN EACH MEMBER STATE BY ITS NATIONAL PROVISIONS ' .

53 THE CONCEPT OF ELECTORAL PROCEDURE WITHIN THE MEANING OF THAT PROVISION INCLUDES INTER ALIA THE RULES DESIGNED TO ENSURE THAT THE ELECTORAL PROCEDURE IS PROPERLY CONDUCTED AND THAT THE VARIOUS CANDIDATES ARE AFFORDED EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES DURING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN . RULES SETTING UP A SCHEME FOR THE REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES BELONG TO THAT CATEGORY .

54 THE REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES IS NOT ONE OF THE MATTERS COVERED BY THE ACT OF 1976 . CONSEQUENTLY , AS COMMUNITY LAW STANDS AT PRESENT , THE SETTING UP OF A SCHEME FOR THE REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN EXPENSES AND THE INTRODUCTION OF DETAILED ARRANGEMENTS FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION REMAIN WITHIN THE COMPETENCE OF THE MEMBER STATES .

55 THE APPLICANT ASSOCIATION ' S SUBMISSION ALLEGING AN INFRINGEMENT OF ARTICLE 7 ( 2 ) OF THE ACT OF 1976 MUST THEREFORE BE UPHELD . FOR THAT REASON , THERE IS NO NEED TO RULE ON THE OTHER SUBMISSIONS .

Decision on costs

COSTS
56 UNDER ARTICLE 69 ( 2 ) OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE , THE UNSUCCESSFUL PARTY IS TO BE ORDERED TO PAY THE COSTS IF THEY HAVE BEEN ASKED FOR IN THE SUCCESSFUL PARTY ' S PLEADING . THE APPLICANT HAS NOT ASKED THAT THE DEFENDANT BE ORDERED TO PAY THE COSTS . CONSEQUENTLY , ALTHOUGH THE DEFENDANT HAS FAILED IN ITS SUBMISSIONS , EACH PARTY MUST BE ORDERED TO BEAR ITS OWN COSTS .

Operative part

ON THOSE GROUNDS ,
THE COURT 

HEREBY : 

( 1 ) DECLARES THAT THE DECISION OF THE BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DATED 12 OCTOBER 1982 CONCERNING THE ALLOCATION OF THE APPROPRIATIONS ENTERED UNDER ITEM 3708 OF THE GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AND THE RULES ADOPTED BY THE ENLARGED BUREAU ON 29 OCTOBER 1983 GOVERNING THE USE OF THE APPROPRIATIONS FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENDITURE INCURRED BY THE POLITICAL GROUPINGS HAVING TAKEN PART IN THE 1984 ELECTIONS ARE VOID ;

( 2)ORDERS EACH PARTY TO BEAR ITS OWN COSTS .

