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HOW COST ACTIONS ARE FUNDED?
The 1st MC
Meeting is
administered
and paid
directly by
COST(out of
the ActionĴs
budget)

After the 1st MC
Meeting all
approved
ActionĴsactivities
are administered
by the Grant
Holder and are
funded through
COST Grant
System(CGS)



COST GRANT SYSTEM
Strict adherence to
the administrative
rules and guidelines
set out in the COST
Vademecum

Funds are 
administered by an 

elected Grant Holder

Annex A of the Action 
Grant Agreement is drawn 
from a Work and Budget 

plan

Grant Agreement 
Determines the 

obligations of the 
Grant Holder to 

COST

use of e-COSTis mandatory



The Grant 
Holder
ĻConsiderations for 
electing the Grant 
Holder
ĻResponsibilities
ĻFSAC



Considerations when electing 
your Grant Holder - 1

Able to comply 
with local 

taxation schemes 
and the COST

Rules

ǒ Institution
ǒ Management 

Committee (MC) 
affiliation

Legal entity. 
It cannot be 
an 
individual

Solvent and 
financially 
stable



Considerations when electing 
your Grant Holder - 2

Must have

Capacity to 
support the 

coordination of 
the Action in 
line with MC 

decisions

Capacity to follow the
administrative rules and
guidelines set out in COST
VademecumPart 1: COST
Action

V Legal representative
V Financial 

Representative
V Grant Manager
V Scientific 

Representative 

Must 
ensure 4 
positions:



Grant Holder responsibilities - 1  
Administrative and 

Financial tasks
Collecting, verifying and 
archiving administrative 
documents required to 

processing reimbursements and 
payments linked to approved 

COST activities in line with the 
rules specified in the COST 

Vademecum Part 1 COST Action



Grant Holder responsibilities - 2 

Ensure separation of Powers
In cases when the Action Chair is 
affiliated to the Grant Holder, the 

task of committing funds for 
approved activities should be 

performed by the Action Vice-Chair



Grant Holder responsibilities - 3

Scientific Coordination tasks
Support the Action Chair and vice 
Chair when coordinating meetings: 

distributing agendas, sending 
invitations, drafting Management 
Committee (MC) meeting minutes 
(if appointed to do so), collecting 

signed attendance lists



FSAC ıFinancial, Scientific, Administration and Coordination

FSACbudgetline is a fixed percentage
contribution afforded by the Grant
Holder to support the administrative
tasks relating to coordinating
approvedscientific activitiesduring a
givenGrantPeriod

The fixed percentagecontribution is
up to maximum 15% of the incurred
eligible scientific expendituresand is
defined in the approved Work and
BudgetPlan

At the end of each Grant Period,the
final FSACamount is calculated by
applying the initially defined and
approved FSAC percentage to the
actualeligiblescientificexpenses



BUDGET

HOW IS IT PAID?



CGS ıGrant Allocation and Payments

Activities are
governedby:
Multiple Grant
Agreements/ Work
and BudgetPlansfor
each Grant Period
specifying the
maximum financial
contribution
provided by COST
(namely the Grant
Amount)

How the Grant is paid to the Grant 
Holder?

First Grant Payment: 65% of the
Grant minus the underspendfrom
the previous Grant Period (if
applicable)
SecondGrant payment: up to 35%
on request



Meetings

STSMs (Short Term 
Scientific Missions)

Training Schools

OERSA (Other 
Expenses Related to 
Scientific Activities

FSAC (Financial, Scientific, 
Administration and Coordination 
task)

COST Networking Tools - What can be 
funded?
?

Publications & Dissemination Activities



ÇBy category
ÇEligibility
ÇReimbursement 

rules
ÇLocal Organizer 

Support 

Meetings


